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Valor, The Certificate of Valor, and The Life
Saving Award.

The Valor Award is a project of the Fairfax
County Chamber of Commerce, in conjunction
with the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.
This is the twentieth year that these awards
have been presented.

The Silver Medal of Valor is awarded in rec-
ognition of acts involving great personal risk.

The Silver Medal of Valor Award Winners
for 1998 are: Police Officer John Alford, Police
Officer First Class Randyll E. Newman, Police
Officer First Class Dennis E. Voebeau, Police
Officer First Class Michelle A. Wicker, Police
Officer First Class Jeffrey K. Rockenbaugh,
and Second Lieutenant Jesse F. Bowman.

The Bronze Medal of Valor is awarded in
recognition of acts involving unusual risk be-
yond that which should be expected while per-
forming the usual responsibilities of the mem-
ber.

The Bronze Medal of Valor Award Winner
for 1998 are Police Officer First Class Daniel
C. Gohn, Police Officer First Class Scott F.
Moskowitz, Master Police Officer Anthony J.
Ruffel, Police Officer First Class Steven W.
Faett, Police Officer First Class Michael J.
Weaver, Master Technician Kerry R. Jackson,
Technician Samuel L. Gray, Technician Robert
J. Alvarado, Master Police Officer Michael W.
Bishop, Police Officer First Class T. Brad Car-
ruthers, and Police Officer First Class David
R. Moyer.

The Certificate of Valor is awarded for acts
that involve personal risk and/or demonstration
of judgment, zeal, or ingenuity not normally in-
volved in the performance of duties.

The Certificate of Valor Award Winners for
1998 are Firefighter Gregory G. Foley, Lieu-
tenant Wesley L. Marshall, Technician An-
thony E. Doran, Technician Michael D.
Hendershot, Lieutenant Charles D. Mills, Ser-
geant Diann L. Makariak, Police Officer First
Class John J. Kiernan, Jr., Police Officer Chad
E. Mahoney, and Police Officer First Class
Scott F. Moskowitz.

The Lifesaving Award is awarded for acts
taken in life-threatening situations where an in-
dividual’s life is in jeopardy, either medically or
physically.

The Lifesaving Award for 1998 are Techni-
cian Joseph P. Gorman, Lieutenant Michael A.
Seabright, Public Safety Communications
Center Assistant Supervisor Mary Ann Gerald,
Police Officer First Class Paul J. O’Neill, Po-
lice Officer First Class Abraham Gelabert, Po-
lice Officer First Class Randolph A. Conley,
Public Safety Communications Assistant Ar-
lene Foote, Public Safety Communications As-
sistant Ronald D. Brooks, Police Officer Timo-
thy C. Benedict, Police Officer First Class
John W. Jackson, Police Officer Pierre J.
Geis, Firefighter Brian K. Morton, Captain
Randall J. Kennedy, and Lieutenant David L.
Prohaska.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to send my sin-
cere gratitude and heartfelt appreciation to
these distinguished public servants who are
truly deserving of the title ‘‘hero.’’

PUNJAB REPORTER’S MAIL BEING
SEIZED

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, once again the

truth has leaked out from behind the facade of
Indian democracy. The Punjab government of
Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal has
issued an order intercepting the mail of
Sukhbir Singh Osan, a reporter based in
Chandigarh who writes for numerous publica-
tions including Aj Di Awaaz.

In addition to Mr. Osan, the superintendent
of police, Mr. R.P. Singh, issued a written
order to intercept the mail of ‘‘five senior ex-
Army officers and some politicians residing in
Chandigarh,’’ according to Burning Punjab
News. Postal authorities verbally confirmed
the existence of the order, but refused to put
the confirmation in writing.

This is not a new practice. In 1993, the
Movement Against State Repression—and
why does a democratic country need a ‘‘Move-
ment Against State Repression’’ anyway?—
went to court to get an injunction against the
Home Secretary of the Union Territory, who
was intercepting the mail of politicians and
journalists. The High Court ruled the intercep-
tions illegal, yet a mere five years later the
Punjab government is doing the same thing.
This is the reality of Indian ‘‘democracy.’’

Mr. Osan has been one of the few journal-
ists with the courage to expose the repression,
corruption, and police-state tactics of the Pun-
jab government. For this, his civil rights are
being violated, yet India and its friends here
insist more loudly than ever that India is a
‘‘democracy.’’ Clearly, it is not a democracy for
Sukhbir Singh Osan and other political oppo-
nents of the Punjab government or for the mi-
norities living under the repression of the state
and central government. Couple this with the
political detentions of several followers of
Jasbir Singh Rode last August and the ongo-
ing complaints against Sikh youth under the
supposedly-expired ‘‘Terrorist and Disruptive
Activities Act’’ (TADA), and you discover the
real face of Indian democracy. Underneath
that democratic veneer is a brutal police state
unworthy of American aid or trade.

I ask the American ambassador to India to
raise this matter with the Government of India
and to report back to the Congress on when
this ban is going to be lifted. Journalists and
all citizens must be free to receive information
freely. Until India learns to respect freedom of
the press, it has no right to call itself a democ-
racy.

I am inserting the article from Burning Pun-
jab on the interception of Mr. Osan’s mail into
the RECORD. I hope my colleagues will take
the time to read it.

CITY SCRIBE’S MAIL INTERCEPTED
CHANDIGARH, January 22—The Punjab Gov-

ernment headed by Parkash Singh Badal has
ordered to intercept the mail of a city scribe
working for Aj Di Awaaz, five other ex-army
officers and a few politicians.

According to the information, Punjab In-
telligence SSP Mr. R.P. Singh has directed
his men in writing to collect the mail of
Sukhbir Singh Osan, five senior ex-army of-
ficers and some politicians residing in
Chandigarh.

When contacted the postal authorities con-
firmed the interception of mail by Punjab

CID men. However, Postal authorities re-
fused to give anything in writing.

It may be recalled that during 1993 Presi-
dent of Movement Against State Repression,
Mr. Inderjit Singh Jaijee, had challenged in
the Punjab & Haryana High Court the orders
issued by the U.T. Home Secretary to inter-
cept the mail of certain politicians and ten
journalists. The High Court described the
said order not only unconstitutional but ille-
gal also. Sukhbir Singh Osan has invited the
wrath of Parkash Singh Badal and his police
for daring to expose corrupt practices of the
Government in his dispatches from time to
time.

f
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Leon H. Fields, an outstand-
ing public servant. Mr. Fields has spent nearly
28 years helping Chicagoans get here to there
and back again.

Mr. Leon Fields of Glenwood, Illinois is retir-
ing from the Chicago Transit Authority, which
operates the bus and rail system in the city.

The service Mr. Fields has offered to the
CTA is a real ‘‘up-by-the-bootstraps’’ story. He
began his career with the authority in 1969 as
a rail car service and repairman. He steadily
rose through the ranks at the CTA. Mr. Fields
worked as a Maintenance Instructor, a Repair
Shop Foreman, a Liaison to the Executive Di-
rector, Manager of Field Operations, Director
of Rail Vehicle Light Maintenance and finally,
General Manager of the CTA’s orange line,
which runs through the heart of my congres-
sional district.

I have had the pleasure of working with Mr.
Fields for more than five years, and I can tell
you that his family’s gain will be a loss for the
people of Chicago who rely on the CTA. His
knowledge, experience and dedication are
second to none.

I would like to extend to Mr. Fields and his
wife Denosia, and their children, Leon Jr., An-
gela, Tarsha and Latryce my best wishes on
his retirement and my hope that they have
many, many years together to enjoy the im-
portant things in life.
f

COLORECTAL CANCER
LEGISLATION

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to an-
nounce that I am introducing a resolution to
bring new public attention and federal re-
sources to the issue of colorectal cancer.

Every year I lose an average of 172 of my
constituents in Monroe County, New York to
colorectal cancer. This is a tragic failure of our
health care system because colorectal cancer
is preventable, detectable, treatable, and often
curable. Nevertheless, 55,000 Americans died
in 1997 from this terrible disease.

Today I am introducing legislation that I
hope will begin to dispel this deadly lack of
knowledge. Along with 20 of my colleagues, I
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